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I propose to do three things that I want
you to support: Number one, we need to
make 2 years of college in the next 4 years
just as universal as a high school diploma is
today. Here’s how we can do that—no bu-
reaucracy, no program. I propose to give you
a tax credit, a dollar-for-dollar reduction on
the tax bill for the cost of tuition at the typical
community college in America. It would rev-
olutionize opportunity for people of any age.

Number two, I propose to let more Amer-
ican families save through an IRA, an individ-
ual retirement account, save more, save at
even higher income levels, and then with-
draw from that account, tax-free, if the
money is being used to pay for a college edu-
cation, a medical emergency or to buy a first
home. Will you help me do that?

And finally, I believe that Americans
should be able to deduct up to $10,000 a
year for the cost of any college tuition for
any people of any age at any place of higher
education in the entire United States. Will
you help me build that bridge to the 21st
century? [Applause]

Folks, we need to build a country where
every 8-year-old can read independently,
where every 12-year-old can log onto the
Internet, where every 18-year-old can go to
college, and where every 18-year-old’s parent
can go back to college if that’s what we need
in this country. And I want you to help me
build that bridge to the 21st century.

That is the choice in this election: a bridge
to the future, a bridge where everyone can
walk across, a bridge where we walk across
hand-in-hand, not divided but united toward
America’s best days. In 26 days we must
make the decision. I want you to walk with
me these last 26 days to build that bridge
to tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. at the Old
Montgomery County Courthouse Square. In his
remarks, he referred to Dennis Lieberman, chair-
man, Montgomery County Democratic Party;
Tom Roberts, State representative, 39th district;
Lloyd Lewis, Jr., State representative, 38th dis-
trict; Mariana Brown Bettman; candidate for Ohio
State supreme court justice; musician Bruce
Hornsby; Craig Zimmers, Montgomery County
clerk of courts; Hugh Quill, Montgomery County
recorder; A.J. Wagner, candidate for Montgomery

County commissioner; Rhine McLin, State sen-
ator; and Tony Capizzi, Dayton city commissioner.

Proclamation 6935—National Day of
Concern About Young People and
Gun Violence, 1996
October 10, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Few losses are more difficult to face than

the death of a young person. Such deaths
are even more appalling when they result
from violence by another youth. It is a trag-
edy of modern American life that thousands
of our young people each year suffer deadly
violence initiated by their peers. Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI) data show that
in the decade between 1984 and 1993 the
number of homicide arrests of juveniles sky-
rocketed by 168 percent. Even more disturb-
ing, the fastest increase in violent crime ar-
rests of juveniles occurred among children
10 to 12 years old. Demographic experts pre-
dicted that, if those trends continued, juve-
nile violent crime arrests would double by
the year 2010.

Now, new FBI data show reason for cau-
tious optimism. For the first time in 7 years,
the juvenile crime arrest rate decreased—by
2.9 percent in 1995. In addition, juvenile ar-
rests for murder declined by 15.2 percent in
1995—the largest 1-year decrease in more
than 10 years. Since 1993, the arrest rate for
murder among juveniles has decreased by
22.8 percent.

Although this trend is encouraging, far too
many of our young people still are commit-
ting violent acts. Fueling this problem is the
prevalence of, and easy access to, illegal fire-
arms on our Nation’s streets. Between 1985
and 1992, the number of juvenile homicides
not involving guns increased by 20 percent,
while the number involving guns jumped by
300 percent. Because guns are easily avail-
able, routine fights among young people
often turn into gun battles. Then, as the trag-
ic cycle of violence repeats itself, more and
more young people, fearing for their safety,
arm themselves. The resulting escalation of
gun violence and death threatens the Na-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 11:23 Nov 07, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00063 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P41OC4.010 p41oc4



2032 Oct. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

tion’s most precious resource for the fu-
ture—our young people.

We have expanded an experimental trac-
ing program that targets those who provide
or sell guns to young people. But we need
to do more to keep guns out of the hands
of our kids. We need to further improve and
vigorously enforce our gun laws. And we
need to reduce the sale and use of illegal
drugs, which also fuel gun violence.

We also need to begin teaching children
as early as possible how to choose not to be
violent. All of us can take an active role in
making sure that conflict resolution and
other anti-violence programs are in place in
our local schools, community centers, and
places of worship. Community leaders, busi-
nesses, and other local institutions must cre-
ate ‘‘safe havens’’ where children can go after
school. Such actions can be a tangible sign
of care and concern on the part of the com-
munity. Most importantly, parents need to
teach their children right from wrong, so that
they can learn the core values of our society
and live according to them. In this undertak-
ing, parents must be sensitive, patient, dili-
gent, and fair, in order to provide a proper
nonviolent model.

While parents, teachers, clergy, and the
community at large can provide encourage-
ment, the ultimate responsibility for reducing
youth violence lies with our young people
themselves. They must commit to resolve
disputes without violence and to avoid violent
situations and friends. They must become
positive role models for their peers, siblings,
and younger children. Many young people
have already made this commitment and are
working in their schools and neighborhoods
to end violence. For this, we salute them and
urge them to continue to work for peaceful
solutions. We call upon all young people to
make this same commitment.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 10, 1996,
as a National Day of Concern About Young
People and Gun Violence. On this day I call
upon young people in classrooms and play-
grounds across the United States to make a
solemn decision about their future. I call

upon them voluntarily to sign a pledge prom-
ising that they will never take a gun to school,
that they will never use a gun to settle a dis-
pute, and that they will use their influence
to prevent friends from using guns to settle
disputes. Finally, I call upon all Americans
to commit themselves anew to helping our
Nation’s young people avoid violence and
grow up to be happy, healthy, and productive
adults.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand this tenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 11, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 15.

Remarks in Louisville, Kentucky
October 10, 1996

The President. Thank you. Hello, Louis-
ville.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Folks, thank you for this magnifi-
cent crowd. Thank you for your great spirit.
Thank you for this Louisville Slugger. You
know, I’ve got one more debate, and from
what I’ve heard, I may need this.

You know, I was listening to all these folks
talk, and you elect people that know how to
talk. And they speak in a language I can un-
derstand—with no accent. [Laughter] And I
am delighted to be here. I want to thank
Governor Paul Patton for his strong leader-
ship and his support and for being so forth-
right and strong and standing up for what
we’re trying to do together. I want to thank
my good friend Wendell Ford for his advice,
his counsel, his support. If we had a hundred
people in Congress like Wendell Ford we’d
have about half as many problems as we do
today. He is a great leader.

I want to thank your Congressman, Mike
Ward. And I want you to know it is rare—
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